
    OLD CEDAR COUNTY JAIL/MUSEUM 

 

The Old Cedar County Jail/ Museum in Tipton, Iowa, annually holds a celebration at the Old Jail on West 4th  

Street, the latter part of August. The event has honored former Sheriff’s of Cedar County. Last year the event 

was not held in lieu of the 175th Anniversary celebration of the city of Tipton. This year former Sheriff Keith L. 

Whitlatch and the men and women who worked with Keith will be honored. The date for the celebration is 

August 20, 2016 at the Old Cedar County Jail and Museum. The jail will be open for tours beginning at 10 a.m. 

Live music will be on the lawn from 1 to 2 p.m.  At 2 p.m. Keith will be honored in a short ceremony and anyone 

present that worked with Keith will be recognized. Strawberry shortcake and ice cream will be available during 

the event. 

 

Keith began working as a part-time officier for the City of Tipton in May, 1965.  He became police chief on 

January 1, 1966 and held the position for 11 years. When he was a part-time officier, Tipton officiers were 

Clarence Gritton, day man and Dale Ehresman, nightwatch. Many other men worked as police officiers during 

that time. 

 

Keith’s tenure as Cedar County sheriff started January 1, 1977 and ended December 31, 1999. During the years 

Keith served as Sheriff of Cedar County, Iowa, many men and women worked with him in numerous capacities, 

such as deputy sheriff, office manager, dispatcher, jailers and transport officiers. Some of the more notable 

people that worked with Keith, include Jim Kipp, who worked as a Tipton police officier, and went on to become 

a Highway Patrolman for the State of Iowa. Rob Bixler worked as a Cedar County deputy sheriff, became a 

Highway patrolman, and then a D.C.I. agent for the State of Iowa. John Hancock was a Tipton Police Officier who 

became a lawyer and then a Judge in Minnesota. Kim Kreinbring had the honor of working as a Tipton Police 

Officier for the shortest period of time. Kim worked one night and quit!  He became a superintendant of schools.  

 

If you worked during Keith’s era, come and help celebrate Keith’s service of 34 years in law enforcement. He is 

the only living former Cedar County Sheriff. If you know of someone who worked during this time, suggest they 

attend and share a memory or send a letter of their remembrance. There will be an open mic if someone in 

attendance would like to speak. Keith would like this to be a time to honor all the people who worked with him 

from May 1965 through December 31, 1999. 

 

For more information, contact the Old Cedar County Jail website, email Keith at kwhitl1601@gmail.com, or 

Daisy Wingert 563 357 9650. 
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